
Bookapalooza! 
May 8, 2019 

Dear Parents, 

In order to encourage summer reading and inspire students to expand their reading 
choices we are continuing our summer reading program for rising fourth and fifth graders 
at Fort Daniel called Bookapalooza!  Staff members will read the same books as the 
students and in August we will get together for a celebration of reading to discuss the 
books. I have asked your child to rank his/her top three choices from the list below. Your 
child attended an assembly where I shared book trailers or a book talk about each of the 
books, so hopefully they have a favorite in mind.  All of the books are available at the public 
library or you may buy a copy at a bookstore. Students may listen to the audio book, 
download it on a Kindle or Nook, you may read the book aloud to them, they may read 
along with you; anyway your family decides to read will be fine. I will send a letter in the 
end-of-year report card with your child’s assigned book (usually their first choice but 
sometimes second or third) and to let you know which teacher your child will meet with in 
August.  In the report card will also be a copy of the short book report form that students 
will fill out and bring to the Bookapalooza event in August.  Have your child rank his/her 
top three choices and return this form by Friday, May 10 to your child’s homeroom 
teacher or the media center.  Thanks so much for supporting our reading initiatives; 
please call or email me if you have any questions.   

Beth Martinez 

(678) 765-4939 

beth_martinez@gwinnett.k12.ga.us 

Student’s Name:  __________________________ 

Teacher’s Name: __________________________ 

Parent Signature:  ________________________ 

_____ Orphan Train Girl  _____ Wolf’s Boy 

_____ Unicorn Rescue Society _____ What was the Age of the Dinosaurs 

_____ Cilla Lee-Jenkins  _____ Sugar 

_____Lions and Liars 



Orphan Train Girl by Christina Baker Kline (historical fiction, 228 pages AR level 4.5 6.0 
points, Lexile 700) Summary:  Molly Ayer has been in foster care since she was eight years 
old. Most of the time, Molly knows it’s her attitude that’s the problem, but after being 
shipped from one family to another, she’s had her fair share of adults treating her like an 
inconvenience. So when Molly’s forced to help a wealthy elderly woman clean out her attic 
for community service, Molly is wary. But from the moment they meet, Molly realizes that 
Vivian isn’t like any of the adults she’s encountered before. Vivian asks Molly questions 
about her life and actually listens to the answers. Soon Molly sees they have more in 
common than she thought. Vivian was once an orphan, too—an Irish immigrant to New 
York City who was put on a so-called "orphan train" to the Midwest with hundreds of other 
children—and she can understand, better than anyone else, the emotional binds that have 
been making Molly’s life so hard. Together, they not only clear boxes of past mementos 
from Vivian’s attic, but forge a path of friendship, forgiveness, and new beginnings. 
Availability:  12 copies at GCPL, Kindle and Nook versions available. 

Unicorn Rescue Society Book 1: Creature of the Pines by Adam Gidwitz (fantasy, 167 
pages AR level 4.2, 2.0 points, Lexile 540) Summary: After encountering a Jersey Devil 
while on a field trip to the Pine Barrens, Elliot and his new friend Uchenna help their weird 
teacher Professor Fauna rescue the mythological creature from a pair of greedy billionaire 
brothers. Availability:  10 copies at GCPL, Kindle and Nook versions available.  

Cilla Lee-Jenkins Future Author Extraordinaire by Susan Tan (realistic fiction, 250 
pages, AR level 5.2, 5.0 points, Lexile 940) Summary: Priscilla "Cilla" Lee-Jenkins is on a 
tight deadline. Her baby sister is about to be born, and Cilla needs to become a bestselling 
author before her family forgets all about her. So she writes about what she knows best—
herself! Stories from her bestselling memoir, Cilla Lee-Jenkins: Future Author 
Extraordinaire, include: 

- How she dealt with being bald until she was five- How she overcame her struggles with 
reading- How family traditions with her Grandma and Grandpa Jenkins and her Chinese 
grandparents, Nai Nai and Ye Ye, are so different. Availability: 10 copies at GCPL, Kindle 
and Nook version available. 

Lions & Liars by Kate Beasley (realistic fiction, 288 pages, AR level 4.8, 7.0 points, Lexile 
720) Summary: Fifth grade is off to a terrible start when Frederick is sent to a disciplinary 
camp for troublesome boys. His fellow troop mates—Nosebleed, Specs, The Professor, and 
little-yet-lethal Ant Bite—are terrifying. But in between trust-building exercises and 
midnight escape attempts, a tenuous friendship grows between them. Which is lucky, 
because a Category 5 hurricane is coming and everyone will have to work together—lions 
and fleas alike—to survive! Availability: 15 copies at GCPL, Kindle and Nook versions 
available. 



Wolf’s Boy by Susan Williams Beckhorn (historical fiction, 230 pages AR level 4.2, 7.0 
points Lexile 570).  Summary: An outcast boy and a young wolf against an Ice Age winter . . . 
Kai burns to become a hunter and to earn a rightful place among his people. But that can 
never be. He was born with a club foot. It is forbidden for him to use or even touch a 
hunter's sacred weapons. Shunned by the other boys, Kai turns to his true friends, the 
yellow wolves, for companionship. They have not forgotten the young human they 
nurtured as an abandoned infant. When Kai discovers a motherless cub in the pack, he risks 
everything to save her, bringing her back to live with him. But as winter draws near, Kai's 
wolf grows ever more threatening in the eyes of the People. When the worst happens, Kai 
knows that they must leave for good. Together, they embark on a journey into the north—a 
place of unimaginable danger—that tests the power of friendship and the will to survive. 
Availability:  10 copies at GCPL, Kindle and Nook versions available. 

 

What was the Age of the Dinosaurs by Megan Stine (nonfiction, 108 pages AR level 5.5, 
1.0 points, Lexile 820).  Summary: The Age of Dinosaurs began about 250 million years ago. 
In the beginning they were quite small but over time they evolved into the varied and 
fascinating creatures that captivate our imaginations today. What we know about 
dinosaurs is evolving, too! We've learned that some dinosaurs were good parents, that 
dinosaurs could grow new teeth when old ones fell out, and that most dinosaurs walked on 
two legs. We've even discovered that birds are modern relatives of dinosaurs! Travel back 
to the time when the mighty dinosaurs ruled the earth. Availability:  10 copies at GCPL, 
Kindle and Nook versions available.  

 

Sugar by Jewell Parker Rhodes (historical fiction, 272 pages, AR Level 2.9, Points 4.0, Lexile 
430) Summary: Ten-year-old Sugar lives on the River Road sugar plantation along the banks of 
the Mississippi. Slavery is over, but laboring in the fields all day doesn't make her feel very free. 
Thankfully, Sugar has a knack for finding her own fun, especially when she joins forces with 
forbidden friend Billy, the white plantation owner's son. Sugar has always yearned to learn more 
about the world, and she sees her chance when Chinese workers are brought in to help harvest 
the cane. The older River Road folks feel threatened, but Sugar is fascinated. As she befriends 
young Beau and elder Master Liu, they introduce her to the traditions of their culture, and she, in 
turn, shares the ways of plantation life. Sugar soon realizes that she must be the one to bridge the 
cultural gap and bring the community together. Here is a story of unlikely friendships and how 
they can change our lives forever. Availability: 10 copies at GCPL, Kindle and Nook versions 
available. 

 



 

 

 


